THE MINISTER AT HOME
more harshly perhaps, in his up-to-date surroundings
than when viewed against the mellow background of
the Raczynski Palace interiors. But this may be pure
imagination. At any rate, Colonel Beck was in October,
1538, already installed in his new home, and he was
then passing through the preliminary stages of the
diplomatic struggle for the recovery of Cieszyn; so
that times were then naturally rather tense.
Colonel and Mrs. Beck's living quarters are situated
on the first floor which from the side of the garden
really becomes a fairly high ground floor; doors lead
from the rooms on to the terrace. The servants' quarters,
kitchens, etc., are below.
You enter the hall and the fibrst look around reveals
an arm-chair pushed back from the table, a fire still
burning in the fireplace, while the general aspect of the
place indicates that this is where the inhabitants of the
house most willingly assemble. Photographs are on the
mantelpiece: one is Marshal Pilsudski, and the other
Colonel Beck himself, in a white yachting shirt at the
wheel of his motor boat. Two telephones are beside the
hearth and a radio receiver in the corner of the hall.
This seems conclusively to indicate that the central point
of the home is here. Another arm-chair before the fire-
place, and on the table before it are some official
envelopes and an ash-tray with several half-consumed
cigarettes.
The high doors which lead to the Minister's study
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